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Background

◦ Achieving UST’s Educational Goals
- (Education Goal) Foster effective and creative minds who, through field
training-oriented education and research activities, will lead the development of
core foundational technologies and innovation in industrial technologies
◦ Responding to Changes in Industry and Technology
- Expand the importance of essential capacities for UST students so that they
can adaptively respond to changes in industry and technology during the Fourth
Industrial Revolution
◦ Strengthening the curriculum system to reflect the interests of the
industries that hire students
- Promote field- and demand-oriented innovation in education as required by the
needs of society at large, students themselves, and the areas where students will
work after graduation, namely government, academia, and industry
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Major Progress & Proposed Timeline

◦ [Review and gathering feedback]
The Academic Affairs Office and the Educational Development Center composed and reviewed a
draft (January) → gathered feedback after review by coordinators (January ~ early February) →
gathered feedback from school and campus representative professors (early February)
◦ [Discussion held]
The 2nd Representative Professors Council Meeting (Feb.17) → The 3rd and 4th Major and
Curriculum Subcommittee Meetings (Feb.25, Mar.3) → The 7th University Senate Meeting
(Mar.18) → The 176th Graduate School Committee Meeting (Mar.24) → The 78th Graduate
School Steering Committee Meeting (Mar.25) → The 5th Major and Curriculum Subcommittee
Meeting (Mar.31)
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Major Progress & Proposed Timeline

◦ (April~May) Gather opinions and feedback from faculty and students on campus
and draft the finalized curriculum improvement plan
◦ (May) Graduate School Committee deliberates on the draft amended school regulations
◦ (June) University Senate deliberates on the plan and the Graduate School Committee reaches
a final conclusion which it reports to the Minister of Science and ICT
◦ (July~August) Final announcement made to faculty and students
◦ (September) Curriculum improvement implemented
※ Subject to change depending on internal and external circumstances
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Major Changes (Overview (1/3))

□ Curriculum Improvements (Draft)

- The improvement plan below will be applied for all students starting from the Fall semester of 2021,
and if there are any exceptions or special issues, it is specified in each item.
No.

To be Changed

Curriculum

Newcomers’
- Remain requirement for degrees but no credits provided.
Program
1

2

General
Courses

Major
Courses

General
Course

- Designate courses and adjusting the minimum credits based on reconceptualization.
- Enrolled post-coursework students are also allowed to take the courses upon
receiving the approval from the academic advisor.
- General courses taken after program completion will be shown on transcripts as well

- Enrolled post-coursework students are also allowed to take the courses upon receiving approval
from their academic advisor.
- Major courses taken after program completion will be shown on transcripts as well
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Major Changes (Overview (2/3))

□ Curriculum Improvements (Draft)
- The improvement plan below will be applied for all students starting from the Fall semester of 2021,
and if there are any exceptions or special issues, it is specified in each item.
No.

Curriculum

To be Changed

- Required to take a field research course(4 credits) for all current students, including enrolled postcoursework students, every semester
·Require research and thesis guidance even after program completion
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Field
Research

※ Must take a field research course each semester by students who registered to complete their program for the
first time from the fall semester 2021; optional for students who registered to complete their program for the
first time before the fall semester 2021
※ As an exception, 2 field research courses can be taken in the fall semester 2021, which applies only to
students who are scheduled to complete their program in the fall semester 2021. Plus, Students who are
currently on leaves of absence can apply for 2 field research courses in the first semester that they return
to school.

- Abolish mandatory field research at other labs
·Provide students the option to conduct field research at other labs, taking into consideration the
level of expertise of master’s and Ph.D. programs and the characteristics of each research topic
(If a student wants to take field research at other labs upon receiving the approval from the academic advisor,
he/she has to take it instead of the field research from his/her academic advisor)
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- Limit the maximum number of credits that can be taken when enrolled
· Master’s and Ph.D. : 2 credits
Seminars ·Integrated: 4 credits
※ not allowed to complete more than above credits
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Major Changes (Overview (3/3))
□ Academic System Improvements (Draft)
- The improvement plan below will be applied for all students starting from the Fall semester of 2021,
and if there are any exceptions or special issues, it is specified in each item.
No.
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Academic System

To be Changed

Adjustment of Minimum
- Change the minimum number of credits required for each program
Credits Required
- Reduce the maximum number of credits per semester (Maximum number of course
credits that can be taken per semester: 10 credits, extra credits: 2 credits)

6

7

8

Adjustment of
Maximum Credits
per Semester

Adjustment of
Requirements
for Shortening the
Minimum Term of Study
Adjustment of the
Procedure for
Exemptions from
Full-time Enrollment

·Limit excessive numbers of course credits before coursework completion so that
students can concentrate on academics and research activities

※ A grace period of one semester will be granted to currently enrolled students and
students on a leave of absence. (Maximum number of course credits that can be taken per
semester: 12 credits, extra credits: 3 credits)
·The grace period for currently enrolled students will be the fall semester 2021.
·The grace period for students on leaves of absence will be the first semester they return to school.

- Raise the GPA requirement for all subjects so that students are eligible to reduce
their minimum term of study by diligently completing coursework
※ Scope of new changes: from incoming students in the 2021 fall semester

- Added a process to receive approval from academic advisor and chief major
professor to be considered for an exemption from full-time enrollment following
coursework completion

※ Scope and period of new changes: beginning in the fall semester 2021 for students who
are applying for exemptions from full-time enrollment either in their final semester before
completing their program or after having completed their program.

6

General Courses

• Restructuring of the Newcomers’ Program
- Provide non-academic programs appropriate for short-term, small-group based learning,
including a sense of community, fellowship, and creative problem-solving, etc.
Type

Current

To be Changed

Period

4 weeks

Within 2 weeks

Credits

2 credits

No credits

Degree
Requirement

Required

Remain Unchanged

※ UST graduates who have already completed the newcomers’ program are exempt from attending it as a degree
requirement when enrolling in UST.

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / All students
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General Courses
• Systematize the curriculum by reconceptualization
- Regular courses that foster students’ capacities directly related to successful learning in their majors.
- Based onnewconcepts, names, evaluation methods, andminimum required credits are adjusted as well
- (Considering international students and spread campuses)
·Online delivery is highly recommended.
·Instructors are strongly advised to teach in English.

- (Educational effectiveness) Maximum class size is set to 20 and practice will be conducted in the
places of students
Type

Current

To be Changed

Name

General Courses

Common Core Courses

Evaluation
Method

- Percentage
- satisfactory/unsatisfactory
6 credits(8 credits), including
newcomers’ program
(newcomers’ program 1–2 credits
+ general courses 4–7 credits)

2 credits (Master/Ph.D./Integrated)
(newcomers’ program 0 credits
+ common core courses 2 credits)

30~60 courses per semester

About 10 courses per semester

Not allowed to take after completion

Allowed to take after completion

Minimum
Credits
Required
Number of
Courses
Post-completion
Availability

Percentage(grade)

※ Although grades for courses taken after completion of the program are included in the student’s transcript,
they are not reflected in the GPA for the purposes of program completion.

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / All students
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General Courses
• Core Competency-based education system
The selection of Core competencies are modeled based on UST's educational goals and exemplary image of
students as well as internal and external requests for graduate students in science and engineering. And core
competencies are classified into three main cultivation strategies according to the characteristics of each.
< Concepts for ore Competency based Education System >
Required Capacities for
Scientists and Engineers
UST’s Educational
Goals and exemplary
image of students

Required Competencies
for Graduate Students
Newcomers’ Program
Learning Support
Common Core Courses

Demand for Expected
Competencies

Characteristics of
UST Education
UST’s Lack of
Competencies
Analysis of
Competencies
Establishment of
Improvement
Strategies

UST Core
Competen
-cies


















Creative Thinking
Communication
Problem-solving
Conducting Research
Sense of Challenge
Fourth Industrial Revolution
Core Technologies
Industry-oriented
Understanding Intellectual
Property
Innovativeness
Sense of
Community/Fellowship
Self-esteem
Understanding Systems
Global Capacity
Self-Directedness
Understanding the
Humanities
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General Courses
• Strategies for Strengthening Individual Capacities
- Courses and programs related to required capacities are classified into three major categories
Competencies

Creative
Thinking

Communication

Related Course
/Program

New
comers’
Program

Creative Thinking

○

Design Thinking

○

Communication

○

Presentation

△

Creative Problem-solving

Learning
Support

Innovativeness

○

○
△
△

Fourth Industrial
Revolution Core
Technologies
Industry
Oriented

Program for Building a Sense
of Challenge

○

Understanding the Fourth
Industrial Revolution

○

AI/Big Data

Self-esteem

○

○

Data Analysis
Report Writing

Sense of
Challenge

Sense of
Community/
Fellowship

○

Research Methods/Thesiswriting

Competencies
Understanding
Intellectual Property

Research Planning and
Management

Conducting
Research

Common
Core
Courses

○

Writing

Problem-solving

Approach

Understanding
Systems

○

Related Course
/Program

Approach
New
comers’
Program

Intellectual Property
Program
Innovation Methodology

○

Innovative Minds

○

Building Self-identity

○

Team Building (TBX)

○

Strengthening Self-identity
(repeated)
Program for Building Selfesteem
Understanding Academic
Affairs
Understanding Major
Systems/Procedures

○

△

○

Understanding Industrial
Trends

○

Entrepreneurship/Startups

○

Self-Directedness

Humanities

Understanding Oneself

○

○
○

○
○
○
○

Self-leadership
Program for Strengthening
Understanding of the
Humanities

△

○

Strengthening English
Capacities

○

Internet of Things

Korean Culture (International)

Common
Core
Courses

○

Korean (international)
Global Capacity

Learning
Support

○
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General Courses

• Proposed Common Core Courses
- Considering international students and spread campuses, delivering online classes
and teaching in English is highly recommended.
Type
PROUD

Research

Technology
Management

No.

Course Name

1

AI/Big Data

2

IoT (on/off line blended mode of classes)

3

Statistical Analysis (Using R and Other Tools)

4

Research Planning and Management (R&D Management)

5

Thesis Writing Methods

6

Tech-Bridge
(Case Studies of Technology Commercialization and the Latest Trends)

7

U-STARTers (Entrepreneurship and Startups)

8

High-tech Marketing (IP)

※ Subjects based on student demand such as writing, presentation, and basic Python and R skills are provided
via learning support program.
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Major Courses

• Strengthen students’ capacities in their majors by offering them the option to take
major courses even after they complete their programs
Type

Current

To be Changed

Postcompletion
Availability

Not allowed to take after
completion

Allowed to take after completion

Evaluation
Method

Percentage

Remain Unchanged

※ Although grades for courses taken after completion of the program are included in the student’s transcript,
they are not reflected in the GPA for the purposes of program completion.

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / All students
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Field Research
• (Field Research Concept)
- Field research is neither a lecture nor a practicum; it is a research course
- Research direction guidance: 1 hour; research development guidance: 6 hours

• (Field Research Details)
- Field research mainly entails academic advisors providing guidance to students
so that they can develop their own abilities through research
- Includes receiving guidance from professors on various research processes
related to participatory research projects and graduation theses
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Field Research

• Field Research Standard Operations Guidelines
[Research Direction Guidance]
Students will spend at least one hour each week discussing the research content of their
participatory assignments and graduation thesis. The contents of research direction and
development guidance, including the discussion of difficulties and possible solutions to them,
will be entered into the course registration system on a weekly basis.
[Research Development Guidance]
The academic advisor will provide support for and help further develop the given research
project throughout the entire research process, including analyzing overseas technologies,
developing new ideas, drafting proposals, conducting experimentation, and writing reports,
patents, thesis, and presentation materials.

- During the first half of the enrollment period, field research will mostly be participatory
assignments and research development. During the second half, there will be an
increased focus placed on developing the student’s graduation thesis research.
- Students can be referred to other researchers on their teams or to technology institutes
to use equipment to develop their research.
- Research papers that are published in international journals will be used as reference
texts for field research.
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Field Research
• Major Changes
Type

Current

Set up by

No guidelines

Credits
Other Labs/
External Institutes
Course Credits
Available per
Semester *
Type of Lecture

2(3 hours) or 4(6 hours) credits

To be Changed
Academic advisor
(can be taken with another professor with the
student’s academic advisor’s approval)
4 credits (7 hours)

At least 2 credits required

Optional

6 credits

1 course per semester (4 credits)

Course code provided (A–H)
PowerPoint lecture materials and
syllabi handed out
at the beginning of the semester

Subtitle given (concentration)

Lecture Process

Research direction and development guidance
provided on a weekly basis

Post-completion
Availability **

Not allowed to take after completion

Required to take field research (1 course)
with the student’s academic advisor
every semester

Evaluation Method

Percentage

Remain Unchanged

※ Although grades for courses taken after completion of the program are included in the student’s transcript,
they are not reflected in the GPA for the purposes of program completion.
* As an exception, two field research courses can be taken in the fall semester 2021, which applies only to students
who are scheduled to complete their program in the fall semester 2021. Plus, Students who are currently on leaves of
absence can apply for two field research courses in the first semester that they return to school.
** Must take a field research course each semester by students who registered to complete their program for the
first time from the fall semester 2021; optional for students who registered to complete their program for the
first time before the fall semester 2021
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Seminars

• [Principle] A method in which a representative professor or a chief major professor,
such as a professor in charge of a major concentration, opens a seminar course to guide students
• [Exception] If necessary, another professor can be designated to run the seminar course
• Seminar courses will be offered “Seminar I” and “Seminar II” for each major
Type
Completion
Requirements
When to Take

Credits

Current
· Participate in 8 internal or external
seminars
· Present at least once
No restrictions

· Master’s/Ph.D.:
minimum of 2 credits or more
· Integrated:
minimum of 4 credits or more

To be Changed

Removed
Recommended taking
after completing two semesters
· Master’s/Ph.D.: 2 credits
· Integrated: 4 credits
※ not allowed to complete more than above credits

Evaluation
Method

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

Remain Unchanged

Postcompletion
Availability

Not allowed to take after completion

Remain Unchanged

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / All students
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Adjustment of Minimum Credit Requirements
• Changes made to the minimum number of credits required for each course
Type of Credits

Current

Evaluation
Method

Ph.D.

Integrated

General Course

Percentage or
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

6

6

8

Major Course

Percentage

12

12

24

Research
Credits

Field Research

Percentage

12

12

24

Seminar

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

2

2

4

32

32

60

Course
Credits
Research
Credits

Degree Program

Evaluation
Method

Master’s

Ph.D.

Integrated

Common
Core Courses

Percentage

2

2

2

Major Course

Percentage

12

12

24

Field Training

Percentage

12

12

24

Seminar

Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

2

2

4

32

32

60

Type of Credits

Changed

Master’s

Course
Credits

Minimum Credits Required

To be

Degree Program

Minimum Credits Required

※ In order to complete the total required number of minimum credits, students must complete additional coursework
with at least the minimum number of credits for each program.
※ Although grades for courses taken after completion of the program are included in the student’s transcript,
they are not reflected in the GPA for the purposes of program completion.

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / All students
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Adjustment of the Maximum Number of Credits per Semester

• Reduction of the Maximum Number of Credits per Semester
- The maximum number of credits per semester can be reduced to reduce the burden
on students, allowing them to focus on research activities and increasing the quality of
educational outcomes.
Type

Current

To be Changed

Maximum number of
credits per semester

12 credits

10 credits

Extra credits

Maximum of
3 credits

Maximum of
2 credits

Eligibility requirement
for extra credits

GPA A0(4.0/4.5) or higher average in
the previous semester

Remain Unchanged

※ The above changes will be delayed by one semester for current students and students on a leave of absence.
- The changes will be applied in the 2021 fall semester for current students.
- For students on a leave of absence, the grace period will be applied for the first semester that they return to school.
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Adjustment of the Requirements for Shortening
the Minimum Term of Study
• Definition of the minimum term of study and shortening the minimum term of study
- [Minimum term of study] Minimum term required to complete the number of credits for a given program
(the mandatory number of registered semesters)
※ Master’s program: 4 semesters, Ph.D. program: 4 semesters, Integrated program: 8 semesters
- [Shortening the minimum term of study] Students who have met the application requirements for shortening
their minimum term of study can shorten their Master’s or Ph.D. program by 1 semester or their integrated
program by 2 semesters and graduate from or complete their program early.

• Stricter application requirements for shortening the minimum term of study
- GPA requirements for all courses will be raised to A (4.0 / 4.5 or higher) for each semester*
to ensure that the minimum term of study can only be shortened for students who have
diligently completed their coursework.
* Please note that this is not the overall GPA across all semesters.
- E.g.: A Master’s program student with the following semester GPAs will not be eligible to apply for shortening
their minimum term of study: first semester: A+ (4.5), second semester: A+ (4.5), third semester B+ (3.5).

• Implementation Scope: from incoming students in the 2021 fall semester
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Adjustment of the Procedure for Filing for Exemptions
from the Full-time Enrollment Requirement
• Principle of full-time enrollment: In accordance with Article 30 of the Academic Regulations,
students must enroll in UST full-time students.
• Exemptions to the full-time enrollment requirement

- Current:
(1) When starting a business or getting a job during the final semester before completion of program,
having been approved by their academic advisor.
(2) Students who have completed their program

- To be Changed:
(1) Students who have received approval from their academic advisor and chief major professor when starting
a business or working during the final semester before completing their program
(2) Students who have received approval from their academic advisor and chief major professor after
completing their program. (Students are recommended to apply and receive approval for exemptions from
full-time enrollment after passing the comprehensive examination)
• Changing the Procedure for Requesting Exemptions to Full-time Enrollment
Type

Current

To be Changed

Before
Program
Completion

When establishing a startup or gaining
employment, the student must receive a
recommendation from an academic advisor to
be exempt from full-time enrollment

When establishing a startup or gaining employment,
the student must receive approval
from his/her academic advisor and chief major professor to be exempt
from full-time enrollment

No recommendation or approval process

the student must receive approval
from his/her academic advisor and chief major professor to be exempt
from full-time enrollment

After Program
Completion

- Implementation Period / Scope: Beginning in the 2021 fall semester / for students who are applying for
exemptions from full-time enrollment either in their final semester before completing their program or after
having completed their program.
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Adjustment of the Procedure for Filing for Exemptions
from the Full-time Enrollment Requirement

• (Note) Regulations & Instructions of the full-time enrollment related
[Academic Regulations] Article 30 (Full-time enrollment and prohibition of dual enrollment) ① In principle, all graduate
students are required to enroll full-time. However, students falling into any of the following categories are exempt from
full-time enrollment:
1. Students who have completed either program
2. Students who have established a startup or became employed in the semester immediately preceding the end of their
program
[Academic Operations Instructions] Article 42-2 (Exemptions from the principle of full-time enrollment) In accordance
with Article 30-1 and 30-2 of the Academic Regulations, students seeking exemption from full-time enrollment on the
basis of establishing a startup or becoming employed in the semester preceding the end of their program must submit a
recommendation letter, Form No. 29, signed by their representative professor along with any one of the following
documents, in order to obtain approval from the University President:
1. A business license or a certified copy of a business license
2. A certificate of employment
[Industry Cooperation Research Education Operations Instructions] Article 14 (Full-time and academics
management) ① I-CORE students are required to enroll as full-time students. However, if an I-CORE student completes
their program coursework and receives approval from their academic advisor, they may be hired by or return to the
relevant company and complete the degree program within the I-CORE installation and operation period.

21

Major Changes applied to Registered students (Summary)
• Curriculum

※ Please refer to the related slides for details

Type
Current
Newcomers’ ·Credits: 1~2 credits
Program ·Period: 4 weeks
·Name: General Courses
·Evaluation Method: Percentage or S/U
·Minimum Credits Required: 6 credits
General
(including newcomers’ program)
Courses
(Master’s/Ph.D.: 6 credits, Integrated: 8 credits)
·Number of Courses: 30~60 courses per semester
·Post-completion Availability
: Not allowed to take after completion
Major
·Post-completion Availability
Courses
: Not allowed to take after completion
·Set up by: No guidelines
Field
Research

Seminars

·Credits: 2 credits (3 hours) or 4 credits (6 hours)
·Other Labs/External Institutes:At least 2 credits required
·Course Credits Available per Semester: 6 credits
·Type of Lecture: Course code provided (A–H)
·Post-completion Availability
: Not allowed to take after completion
·Completion Requirements: Presence
·When to Take: No restrictions
·Credits: minimum of 2 or 4 more credits

To be Changed
·Credits: No credits
·Period: Within 2 weeks
·Name: Common Core Courses
·Evaluation Method: Percentage
·Minimum Credits Required: 2 credits (Not Included newcomers’
program)
(Master’s/Ph.D.: 2 credits, Integrated: 2 credits)
·Number of Courses: About 10
·Post-completion Availability:Allowed to take after completion
·Post-completion Availability:Allowed to take after completion
·Set up by: Academic advisor(can be taken with another professor
with the student’s academic advisor’s approval)
·Credits: 4 credits (7 hours)
·Other Labs/External Institutes: Optional
·Course CreditsAvailable per Semester: 1 course per semester (4 credits)
·Type of Lecture: Subtitle given (concentration)
·Post-completion Availability: Required to take a field research
(1 course) with the student’s academic advisor every semester

·Completion Requirements: Removed
·When toTake: Recommended taking after completing twosemesters
·Credits : Master’s/Ph.D: 2 credits, Integrated: 4 credits
※ not allowed to complete more than credits above
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Major Changes applied to Registered students (Summary)
• Academic System
Type

※ Please refer to the related slides for details
Current

To be Changed

Adjustment of
Minimum
Credits
Required

·General Courses
(Credits : Master’s/Ph.D.: 6 credits,
Integrated: 8 credits)

·Common Core Courses
(Credits : Master’s/Ph.D.: 2 credits, Integrated: 2 credits)

Adjustment of
Maximum
Credits
per Semester

·Maximum number of credits per semester
: 12 credits
·Extra credits: maximum of 3 credits

·Maximum number of credits per semester: 10 credits
·Extra credits: maximum of 2 credits

·(Before Program Completion)
When establishing a startup or gaining
Adjustment of
the Procedure employment, the student must receive a
for Exemptions recommendation from an academic advisor to
from
be exempt from full-time enrollment
Full-time
·(After Program Completion)
Enrollment
No recommendation or approval process

·(Before Program Completion)
When establishing a startup or gaining employment,
the student must receive approval from his/her academic
advisor and chief major professor to be exempt from full-time
enrollment
·(After Program Completion)
student must receive approval from their academic advisor
and chief major professor to be exempt from full-time
enrollment
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FAQ

Q1. I am a student who received my master’s degree from UST and enrolled in a
Ph.D. program. I completed the newcomers’ program as part of my master’s
program. Do I have to complete the newcomers’ program again in order to
obtain my Ph.D.?
A1. No. If you already completed the newcomers’ program for your master’s
program at UST, you are not required to complete the newcomers’ program to
complete your Ph.D. program.
Q2. What happens to the general course credits that were previously granted
for completing the newcomers’ program?
A2. The credits are recognized as required course credits.
Starting from the 2021 fall semester, no credits will be granted to participants
in the newcomers’ program.
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FAQ

Q3. I completed the newcomers’ program in 2020 and earned 2 credits.
Do I have to take any additional general courses to earn those 2 credits again?
A3. Since you have already met the minimum credits required for the general
courses, it is not necessary to earn 2 credits through other general courses.
However, students may choose to take additional general courses.

Q4. How are grades for major courses evaluated after program completion?
A4. Grades are evaluated in the same way as for enrolled students and will
appear on students’ transcripts. However, these grades will not be
reflected in the GPA for the purposes of program completion.
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FAQ

Q5. Are students who are currently enrolled required to complete field research
at other labs or external institutions?
A5. No. Since the mandatory requirement of completing 2 or more credits in
field research at other labs or external institutions has been abolished for
all students, currently enrolled students are also exempt from this
requirement.
Q6. Am I required to participate in field research conducted by my academic
advisor?
A6. In principle, students can only apply for field research conducted by their
academic advisor. However, students are eligible to take field research
courses taught by other professors upon receiving permission from their
academic advisors.
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FAQ

Q7. Can I earn seminar courses worth as many or more credits than the limited
number of credits?
A7. Unlike other courses, seminar courses can only be earned limited number
of credits (Master’s/Ph.D.: 2 credits, integrated: 4 credits). Please note
that it is recommended that students take seminar courses after deciding
upon a research topic which they will do after completing two semesters.
As such, it is recommended that students take these courses during the
last semester of the program, if possible.
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FAQ

Q8. Previously, the total number of credits could be calculated by adding up
all of the minimum credits required for each program. Isn’t the total
number of credits indicated on the proposed draft incorrect?
A8. No. According to the proposed improvements, in order to receive the total
minimum number of required credits, additional courses must be
completed along with the minimum required credits for each program.
Master’s program students can earn 2 or more credits through general
courses, 12 or more through major courses, 12 or more through field
research, 2 or more through seminar courses, and the remaining 4 or
more credits through whatever other methods they choose. Please note
that there are limitations on registering for seminar courses.
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FAQ

Q9.

Don’t these changes hurt current students’ plans to complete their
program or shorten their minimum term of study?

A9. A grace period of one semester is given to currently enrolled students,
guaranteeing them at least 12 credits and up to a maximum of 15 credits
when applying for extra credits. As such, these changes will not interfere
with students’ plans to complete their program or shorten their minimum
terms of study. For students on leaves of absence, the one-semester
grace period will be applied to their first semester upon returning to
school.
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FAQ

Q10. I am currently on a leave of absence. I want to shorten the minimum term
of study for my program after returning to school in the fall semester 2021.
Will the stricter requirements for shortening the minimum term of study
apply to me when I return?
A10. The stricter application requirements for shortening the minimum term of
study will apply to incoming students in the fall semester 2021. The
current requirements will apply to current students, namely enrolled
students, students on leaves of absence, and students who have
completed their programs.
Q11. How are subjects graded as satisfactory or unsatisfactory reflected in my
GPA?

A11. In accordance with regulations, subjects graded as satisfactory or
unsatisfactory are not included when calculating your GPA.
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FAQ

Q12. I am a Ph.D. student. Is the final semester the third or fourth semester of
the program?
A12. The last semester for the minimum term of study of each program is the
fourth semester for the master’s and Ph.D. programs and the eighth
semester for the integrated program.
Q13. I shortened my minimum term of study, so I expect to complete my
coursework this semester. Can I apply for an exception to full-time
enrollment?
A13. If you are able to complete your degree program this semester, you can
apply for an exception to full-time enrollment while enrolled if you have
established a business or are otherwise employed.
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FAQ

Q14. Does the full-time exception application pertain to students who have
already completed their coursework?

A14. Students who have already completed their coursework need the consent
of their academic advisor and chief major professor in order to receive the
full-time exception.
Q15. What should I do if I am unable to get the consent of my academic advisor
and chief major professor?
A15. If your academic advisor or chief major professor does not agree without
justifiable reasons, you can submit your case for further deliberation.
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UST′s Minimum Credit Requirements(From Establishment ~ Current)
• Establishment ~ 2009 spring semester
- Master’s program: Course credits 15, Research credits 15
- Ph.D. program: Course credits 24, Research credits 36(Including master's credits)
- Integrated program: Course credits 24, Research credits 36
※ Course Credit : General Course and Major Course / Research credit : Field Research and Seminar

• 2009 Fall ~ 2016 Spring semester
Grading System

Course

2009 Fall ~2012 Spring semester

2012 Fall ~ 2016 Spring semester

Grading System

Master’s

Ph.D.

Integrated

Grading System

Master’s

Ph.D.

Integrated

General
course

Satisfactory
/unsatisfactory (S/U)

2 credits

2 credits

4 credits

(S/U),Percentage

3 credits

3 credits

6 credits

Major course

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

(S/U)

3 credits

3 credits

6 credits

(S/U)

2 credits

2 credits

4 credits

(S/U)

3 credits

3 credits

6 credits

(S/U)

3 credits

3 credits

6 credits

32 credits

32 credits

64 credits

32 credits

32 credits

64 credits

credit
Field
Research Research
credit
Seminar
Thesis guidance
Total number of credits
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UST′s Minimum Credit Requirements(From Establishment ~ Current)

• 2009 Fall ~ 2016 Spring semester
Grading System
Course
credit
Research
credit

2016 Fall ~ 2018 Fall semester

2019 Spring ~ Current

Grading System

Master’s

Ph.D.

Integrated

Grading System

Master’s

Ph.D.

Integrated

General
course

(S/U),Percentage

3 credits

3 credits

3 credits

(S/U),Percentage

6 credits

6 credits

8 credits

Major course

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Field
Research

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Percentage

12 credits

12 credits

24 credits

Seminar

(S/U)

2 credits

2 credits

4 credits

(S/U)

2 credits

2 credits

4 credits

(S/U)

3 credits

3 credits

3 credits

-

-

-

32 credits

32 credits

58 credits

32 credits

32 credits

60 credits

Thesis guidance
Total number of credits
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Any feedback and inquiries related to the proposed curriculum and academic system improvements are
greatly appreciated. Please submit all such feedback and inquiries to the link below within the period.
- Feedback Link: https://ko.surveymonkey.com/r/NHSMGDZ
- Feedback Period: from Friday, April 30, 2021 to Sunday, May 9, 2021
- Related Teams: Academic Affairs Division, Educational Affairs Division, Center for Excellence in Education

